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Sinopsis






There was a time when every household, town, farm, or village had its own water well. Today, shared public utilities give us access to clean water by simply turning on the tap; cloud computing works in a similar fashion. Just like water from the tap in your kitchen, cloud computing services can be turned on or off quickly as needed. Like at the water company, there is a team of dedicated professionals making sure the service provided is safe, secure, and available on a 24/7 basis. When the tap isn’t on, not only are you saving water, but you aren’t paying for resources you don’t currently need.






In 2009, I was invited to the IBM Impact conference in Las Vegas as a guest blogger and analyst. Cloud computing was a vastly misunderstood term at that time, and there were very few enterprises leveraging any cloud services other than a few of the mature SaaS solutions like Salesforce.com and Concur’s expense management software. I witnessed some very intelligent senior IT people from various companies scoffing at the term cloud computing. I can still hear the lines: “We were doing this on the mainframe in the ’60s” and “There is nothing new here, this is just a fad.” At that time, my team of one developer was testing a prototype that was executing hundreds of thousands concurrent point-of-sale (POS) transactions to the cloud and back in subsecond response time on a virtual cloud server, costing us about half a dollar an hour charged against my CEO’s credit card. I started to think about how much it would cost to implement the infrastructure, licenses, and professional services to perform a proof-of-concept on-premises. I also thought about how many months it would take to go through a vendor evaluation, the procurement process, and all of the steps required to make a capital expenditure that would have been required to buy servers from a large vendor like IBM. At the end of several months, I would finally have all the hardware, software, licenses, and professional services that my developer would need to test his proof-of-concept. My start-up would have been out of cash by then, and all I would have to show for it would have been a few lunches paid for and a nice golf shirt with the vendor’s logo on it.
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